
How do you measure SUCCESS in business?
 
Preliminary survey results provide inspiration and insight
 

Last month Women’s Enterprise Centre published a survey to find out how women 
entrepreneurs in BC view success. Results are still coming in, and if you haven’t 
responded, we encourage you to take part (see below)! We plan to release full 
results province wide in the near future and would love to include your opinions 
and comments! Read below for preliminary survey responses.
 
Most of the women responding so far  have been Classic Entrepreneurs - they’re in 
business mainly for  greater independence, challenge, self-fulfillment, control and/or
improved  financial opportunity. The second greatest number of responses are coming  
from women who are in business as Work-Family Entrepreneurs - Mainly for more
control over my work-family balance, flexible hours and/or the ability to  work from 
home. Great news -- 80% of respondents so far think they are successful! Here
are a handful of their comments so far:
 

Some of your important measures for success:
 
!• ! Taking my own idea from concept to  successful business, that's true success.
 
!• ! Learning to delegate more, which translates into more free time to: (1) overview my 

business (rather than  doing it hands on); (2) take time with my family; (3) maybe
    finally take a vacation.
 
!• ! To have a team of successful women supporting each other in our successes.
 
!• ! Pride in accomplishments, good role model for children.
 
!• ! Loving what you do.
 
!• ! Staying physically healthy and mentally happy.
 
!• ! Another measure of success for me would be how much I am able to use the talents 

and strengths I have to achieve a balanced, productive lifestyle, where I can afford to 
donate time and finances to community and non-profit organizations that interest me.

 
!• ! Being able to contribute to the community, help people be happy, aid my own growth 

and have fun all at the  same time.
 
 



Some of your insights about success:
 
!• ! Being self employed has given me the opportunity to create my own job, to mold it 

into something that suits my life. I am able to adapt myself and my work to what 
    interests me, what is available, and what works best with my family. I am beginning
    to look to the future and see changes I can make to enrich my work-life, rather that 

simply running along with my head down. That has taken a long time.
 
!• ! I have learned that success is Hard Work and there is no way around that. During the 

process one must learn to balance, make mistakes and grow. Having a strong sense 
of commitment to what makes  you happy, contributes to being successful both in 
business and home. Share that dream believe in others to help build it. Getting 

    there cannot  be done singularly.
 
!• ! We should look to our "elder babes" and women of distinction in our midst and give 

them the opportunity to tell us  their story and let us be uplifted by their example.
 
!• ! My business partner and I have both experienced personal growth since we began 

our business. We are both creative, and very hard working, but have little else in 
common. We compliment each other well, because we recognize our own strengths 
and weaknesses, and  each one can rely on the other to complete the areas that we 
personally lack. Most of all, though, we are both very caring people and I think that 
much like a marriage, a business partnership has to build on these basic attributes.

 
!• ! I measure success in the aspect of making contacts that can help each other down 

the road...
 
!• ! I have been self employed for over 23 years. It is about keeping a balance and being 

proud of yourself no matter where you  are in your business.
 
 •  Are you reaching your "Life" goals and are you happy. Can you look yourself in 
    the mirror every morning. These are some of the measures I use.
 
!• ! I believe that it must be about personal achievement and a sense of doing what you 

love, which is usually what you are good at. If it is all about money it just isn't going to 
work. If you are doing what you enjoy and dedicated to the process the money will 
come. Money is the by-product of running the business right, which you will only do

    if you are having fun at it.
 
!• ! If a person has a serious desire/dream to forge ahead into self employment, they 

should take the time to research all  aspects of their idea for feasibility, seek out 
    professional assistance, surround themselves with a network of supportive people 

and take the plunge.
 



!• ! I thought success would come quickly - very quickly. I have learned that it is a slower 
process and sometimes a puzzle - each piece I put in place builds on the larger 

    picture. There are many more pieces to this puzzle then I initially suspected but 
    I've been having a great time putting it together!
 
!• ! I finally have the courage to follow my dream to be an entrepreneur because I know 

that nothing in life is guaranteed and whenever you step out to be a success fear will 
always be apart of that. Do it in spite of the fear!

 

 
What about you?  What insights can you offer? 

Take our survey! click here: 
http://www.questionpro.com/akira/TakeSurvey?id=371230
 

http://www.questionpro.com/akira/TakeSurvey?id=371230

